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statement that the sense-objects are subtler than the
sense-organs themselves. Modem science explains
to us that there is no mechanism conceived of by man
in his laboratories which is as subtle as the sure dicta-
phone provided in our ears or the ready camera
adjustments of our eyes, or for that matter the sensi-
tive equipment in our organs of touch or taste. None
of the above has ever been beaten even by the best of
the discoveries of man, even during this Era of
Science ! Yet, the Sruthi dares to declare that
"subtler than the sense-organs are the sense-objects".
It is natural then that the student reading and ponder-
ing over this Mantra should come to wonder how the
"forms** are greater than the 'eyes', or the "sounds"
greater than the 'ears' or the "taste" greater than the
"tongue \
This portion of the Mantra is explained by
teachers to their disciples in the Himalayan valleys
very clearly. For example, this very Sadhu found
it difficult to gulp this statement down, and had to
approach his master for extra-explanations. Doubts
in philosophy have a knack of exhausting the student
at their very first appearance and when the explana-
tions come from a true master, all of a sudden, the
student finds himself wondering how the doubts ever
arose at all in him when their explanations were so ,
simple and obvious !!
Were it not for the different "forms9* available
in the world outside we would not have been able to
feel or assert that we have "eyes"; if, the world